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CFU Successful TamFEST in Atlantic City, New Jersey
November 7-9, 2025 

(Nastavak sa 9. strane)

zbog slabije Sunčeve svjetlosti 
te češći boravak u zatvorenom 
prostoru povećavaju rizik od 
infekcija dišnoga sustava. 
Epidemiološki podatci pokazuju 
da incidencija respiratornih 
infekcija, uključujući gripu i 
prehladu, raste od 30 do 50 
posto u zimskim mjesecima u 
odnosu na ljetne.

Savjet za hladnije dane
Kretanje u hladnijim 

mjesecima ima presudnu 
ulogu u održavanju imunosne 
funkcije. Redovita fizička 
aktivnost, uključujući šetnje ili 
umjereno trčanje, poboljšava 
cirkulaciju imunosnih stanica, 
stimulira fagocitne funkcije 
makrofaga i jača sposobnost 

Kako ostati zdrav... organizma da reagira na viruse. 
Istraživanja pokazuju da aktivne 
osobe i zimi uspijevaju održati 
kondiciju i plućnu izdržljivost, a 
u neaktivnih dolazi do češćega 
obolijevanja od respiratornih 
bolesti. Primijećeno je da 
umjerena aerobna aktivnost 
3–5 puta tjedno smanjuje rizik 
od infekcija dišnoga sustava 
za 20–30 posto, a intenzivno, 
ali pretjerano vježbanje može 
privremeno oslabiti imunosni 
odgovor. 

Jesenska i zimska razdoblja 
donose i psihološke izazove. 
Manje svjetlosti i hladni dani 
često negativno utječu na 
raspoloženje i kvalitetu sna, 
a stres i nesanica dodatno 
smanjuju otpornost organizma. 
Hormonski odgovor na 
hladnoću uključuje povećanje 
kortizola i kateholamina, što 

može pojačati upalne procese 
ako je prisutna kronično 
niska aktivnost. Održavanje 
tjelesne aktivnosti, boravak 
na otvorenom, uravnotežena 
prehrana i dovoljan unos 
vitamina D mogu znatno 
pridonijeti jačanju imuniteta, 
regulaciji hormona stresa i 
očuvanju kardiometaboličkoga 
zdravlja.

Sve te spoznaje važan su 
pokazatelj za javno zdravstvo. 
Preporuke za redovito kretanje 
mogu znatno smanjiti incidenciju 
infekcija i metaboličkih 
poremećaja. Aktivnosti poput 
šetnje, laganoga trčanja, 
vožnje bicikla ili zimskih 
športova povećavaju otpornost 
organizma, a istodobno 
pozitivno djeluju na psihološko 
stanje i kardiovaskularno 
zdravlje. Znanstvena istraživanja 

potvrđuju da kretanje i 
imunosni sustav djeluju u uskoj 
povezanosti, a jesensko-zimski 
period posebno naglašava 
važnost te povezanosti. 	
Poslovne, akademske i 
kućanske obveze često 
ostavljaju malo prostora za 
kretanje, no jednostavni trikovi 
mogu učiniti svakidašnjicu 
aktivnijom. Na radnom mjestu 
ili fakultetu korisno je svakih 
sat vremena ustati, prošetati 
hodnikom ili se popeti stubama 
umjesto upotrebe dizala. Kratki 
razgovori uživo umjesto poruka 
također potiču kretanje. Rad za 
računalom može se povremeno 
prekidati vježbama istezanja 
ruku, ramena i vrata, što 
ublažava napetost i poboljšava 
cirkulaciju. Pauze za obrok 
mogu poslužiti za desetak 
minuta brze šetnje na  

svježem zraku. 
U kućnom okruženju male 

navike poput čučnjeva ili 
sklekova o zid tijekom kuhanja, 
glačanja, gledanja televizije 
i slično pridonose dodatnoj 
aktivnosti. Nadalje, gledanje 
televizije i praćenje mrežnih 
predavanja može se kombinirati 
s laganim istezanjem ili 
pedaliranjem na sobnom biciklu. 

Tehnološka rješenja, poput 
aplikacija za praćenje koraka ili 
digitalnih podsjetnika, pomažu u 
održavanju cilja od 7–10 tisuća 
koraka dnevno. Kretanje nije 
nužno povezano s intenzivnim 
treninzima, nego s nizom malih 
navika koje se tijekom dana 
zbrajaju i dugoročno jačaju 
kondiciju, energiju i imunitet.

bjavio
 Jadranka Pavić

Glas koncila
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NFCACF  
Croatian History 
Speakers Series:  

Red Check or 
White Check? 

WASHINGTON, DC – The 
National Federation of Croatian 
Americans Cultural Founda-
tion (NFCACF) will hold its next 
session in the Croatian History 
Speakers Series on Saturday, 
January 10, 2026 at 11:00 AM ET 
(1700h CET), as part of its mis-
sion to promote the interests and 
truth about Croatian Americans, 
the Republic of Croatia, and the 
Croat community in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.

Dr. Mario Jareb, professor and 
author from Zagreb, will pres-
ent the very interesting history, 
development, and present use  
of Croatian national symbols 
– particularly the history of the  
Croatian coat of arms (Grb).  Cro-
atians in the diaspora will learn 
from an expert the answer to the 
question: “Which comes first, the 
red check or the white check?”

Since 1995, Dr. Jareb has 
been employed at the Croatian 
Institute of History in Zagreb, 
Croatia. His research is currently 
focused primarily on the origin 
and development of Croatian 

DR. MARIO JAREB
lll

Once a Dream - Now a Reality 
MILWAUKEE, WI - In 

April, 2016, the Board of 
the Federation of Croatian 
Societies under the Outstanding 
Leadership of its President 
Tomislav Kuzmanovic, made 
a bold and strategic decision 
that the time has come to 
make major improvement to 
the Croatian Park located in 
the heart of city of Franklin, 
just few miles southwest of the 
city of Milwaukee. Croatian 
Park with its 30 acres has 
been in existence since 1956. 
In order to better serve the 
Croatian Community of greater 
Milwaukee, our beautiful park 
needed a major facelift.

With this goal in mind, 
the Board decided to hire an 
architect and a fundraising 
consultant. Our plan was to 
build a new, spacious, modern 
state of art, architecturally 
unique pavilion that would 
accommodate hundreds of 
guests at any one time be it for 
a picnic, wedding and any other 
gathering. 

Around the board table 
during lengthy discussions in 
laying out our strategic plan, 
there was much enthusiasm, 
excitement and unity to move 
ahead. We knew that it will 
take lot of heavy lifting. We 
were looking at a project that 
could very well exceed one 
million dollars. Our Croatian 
community in greater Milwaukee 
and Wisconsin is only about ten 
thousand strong.

For decades there was 
talk that the Croatian Park 
needed a major improvement 
in order to sustain its existence 
and service to the Croatian 
community. Every such 
previous plan failed to get 
off the ground. But in 2016, 
a dream for many years has 
now become a reality. There 
was no going back. THIS WAS 
OUR MOMENT IN HISTORY. 
The Board of Federation of 
Croatian Societies, with its 
member organizations and 
their delegates, was fully 
committed to move ahead with 
its bold strategic plan. Financial 
support, by our Federation 
members, community and 
individuals, was deemed to be 
an investment in preserving 
our Croatian Heritage for 
generations to come. 

Barrientos Design and 
Consulting Architects were 
selected and charged 
to start designing a new 
pavilion.  James Company, 
our Fundraising Firm and 
its consultant Fred Stolz, a 
highly experienced fundraiser, 
developed a plan for our Board. 
Our initial goal was to raise $1 
million.  They conducted market 
research among our potential 
donors. The end result of the 
research was that the plan was 
doable in reaching our goal. 
We needed 200 donors to raise 
$1 million. Gift ranges were 
designed as follows: Gifts were 
needed from 200 donors to 

raise $1 million.
With professionally 

designed plans of the new 
pavilion in our hands and 
professionally designed 
material for our campaign, our 
campaign Committee under 
the outstanding leadership of 
Paul Lucas, our Board Vice 
president, we were off and 
running. Response to our first 
appeal was quick. The first 
$100,000 donation came from 
Branka and Mike Dudas, owners 
of Len Dudas Motors in Stevens 
Point, in memory of Branka’s 
brother Boris Buco Kuzmanovic. 
The second pledge of $50,000 
came from Catholic Financial 
Life to honor Michael and 
Anne Stivoric. Michael served 
Catholic Financial Life for 
39 years as its Executive 
Vice President, Director and 
Chairman of the Board. 

The third major gift of 
$50,000 came from Paul 
Lucas, in memory of his wife 
Patsy. With this quick and kind 
generosity, 20% of our goal 
was in our hands. There was 
no going back. Other donations 
started to come in not only from 
the Croatian Community in 
Wisconsin but CFU Lodges and 
Croatian Clubs across US and 
Canada.  Croatians near and far 
were excited about our pavilion 
project. 

Part of our fundraising 
strategy, as recommended by 
our Consultant Fred Stolz from 
James Company, was to design 
Naming Rights for various 
parts of the new pavilion. For 
example, Branka and Mike 
Dudas with their initial $100,000 
donation wished to have the 
pavilion be named in memory 
of Branka’s brother, Boris Buco 
Kuzmanovic. Paul Lucas wish 
to have the new pavilion stage 
be named after his wife Patsy. 
Catholic Financial Life’s desire 
was to name the new and 
modern bar in honor of Michael 
and Anne Stivoric. With these 
three naming rights foundations 
set, others quickly followed. It is 
noteworthy to point out that we 
have met our Donor Gift Plan, 
noted above, 100 per cent.

In future updates, we will 
be listing all of the major 
donors with their respective 
naming rights. A number of 
donors’ Naming Rights include 
remembering their family 
members, many who were 
involved in leadership roles at 
the Croatian Park and since its 
founding in 1956. All donors 
who have contributed $500 or 
more will be recognized on the 
wall in the pavilion. 

It is noteworthy with much 
gratitude to report that Branka 
and Mike Dudas have increased 
their total donation to $350,000 
and Paul Lucas to $200,000. 
Croatian Fraternal Union has 
also been of great financial and 
moral assistance. 
Pandemic slowed our progress

In March 2020, the world, 
including the US, was hit with 

the pandemic. The supply chain 
of goods came to a halt. Our 
fundraising pace slowed down 
as well. Our cost estimates 
to build the Pavilion were 
increasing due to increased 
labor and material costs. The 
pandemic subsided in May 
2023. Our revised estimates 
demanded that we need to 
raise an additional $500,000. 
As of this writing, we have 
raised a total of $1,500,000 thus 
exceeding our original goal set 
in 2016 by $500,000.  Again, 
we cannot express enough 
gratitude to the hundreds of 
donors and supporters.

On June 11, 2024, we held 
the groundbreaking ceremonies 
at the Croatian Park. Now a 
one year later, the main part 
of the new pavilion which 
will carry the name-BUCO 
PAVILION, in memory of Boris 
Buco Kuzmanovic, is almost 
complete. We are now making 
a special appeal to the Croatian 
community in the US and 
Canada to assist us in raising 
the remaining $400,000 so that 
we can add new modern Rest 
Rooms, a New Bakery Building, 
Office and Cooler. 

Any donation, regardless of 
its size, is greatly appreciated. 
Donations can be made 
to: Federation of Croatian 
Societies and mailed to PO 
Box 1548, West Milwaukee, WI 
53234-1548 USA. Or for your 
convenience, please go to our 
website: milwaukeecroatians.
org and use your credit card to 
make a donation. 

It is worth repeating: ONCE 
A DREAM-NOW A REALITY! 
We are grateful to every donor 
that has stepped up to assist 
us in realizing our dream. Just 
like the famous quote, “If you 
build it, they will come,” from 
the 1989 baseball movie, Field 
of Dreams.  Yet another famous 
US President Teddy Roosevelt 
used a similar quote, “If you 
build it, they will come,” in 
reference to the construction of 
the Panama Canal.

Both of these famous and 
historical statements very 
much apply to our new pavilion 
project. Our Board had an 
idea, we had a plan looking 
into the future, we shared it 
with our potential donors and 
they came by the hundreds to 
help us “Build our Own Field 
of Dreams” at the Croatian 
Park in the city of Franklin, 
Wisconsin, United States of 
America. Our founders would be 
proud what we have achieved 
and generations of Croatians to 
come will be forever grateful. 

Our Annual Croatian Fest 
took place on July 19, 2025. 
Croatian Park in its 69-history 
never witnessed an attendance 
of over 2,000. Our new BUCO 
PAVILION was dedicated and 
new history for our Croatian 
Community in Wisconsin was 
realized. Feedback throughout 
the day from donors and visitors 
was exemplary. In the next 
update, we plan on featuring 
photos. As this writer has noted 
on numerous times in articles 
in the Zajedničar and Croatian 
Week, this new pavilion is like 
no other anywhere in the North 
America or our homeland of 
Croatia. Professional photos 
that we are sharing here are 
a testament to our statement. 
But we can make it even better 
by completing phase two. Your 
help, regardless of size, is 
needed and much appreciated.

Michael Stivoric
Former CFU Vice President

Advisor to the Board 
Federation of Croatian Societies

national symbols, as well as 
the fate of the Catholic Church  
in Croatia and Bosnia and  
Herzegovina during the 1940s. 
He was a Fulbright student 
at the Russian and Eastern  
European Institute of Indiana 
University, Bloomington, IN, 
USA, from 2001 to 2002. He re-
ceived his doctorate in history 
from the Faculty of Philosophy  
at the University of Zagreb in 
2003. From 2005 to 2008, he 
participated in the work of the 
Task Force for International  
Cooperation in Holocaust Edu-
cation, Memory and Research 
(ITF, now IHRA) as a member 
of the Croatian delegation. In 
2024, he rejoined the Croatian 
delegation to the IHRA. From 
2006 to 2009, he was a member 
of the Council of the Jasenovac 
Memorial Area and Museum. 
From 2016 to 2017, he was a 
member of the Mixed Papal 
Croatian-Catholic and Serbi-
an-Orthodox Commission for  
the re-reading of the life and  
activities of Blessed Cardinal 
Alojzije Stepinac.

Dr. Jareb’s book: From 
Checkerboard to Tricolor:  Devel-
opment and Use of the Croatian 
Coat of Arms and Flag Through-
out the Centuries is a thorough 
and well-cited account of the 
most important visual symbols 
of our ancestral homeland, and 
especially our “grb.”  

As we close this year when 
Croatians worldwide celebrated 
the 1100th year of our Croatian 
Kingdom, we invite you to ring 
in the new year and join us on 
January 10th to hear Dr. Jareb’s  
presentation about Croatia’s  
national symbols.  

This virtual webinar is free 
and will be held via Zoom.  To 
request the link for this webinar, 
please e-mail me at 90judiz@
gmail.com.  To learn more about  
the National Federation of  
Croatian Americans Cultural 
Foundation and their important 
work, visit: https://nfcacf.org 

Judi Zivic/Lodge 859
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H GUIDELINES H for Submission of Obituaries H
The Zajednicar understands that the death of a loved one is a 

difficult time for family members. Obituaries are among the most 
important items we publish in the Zajednicar since we are respectful 
of all CFU members and are grateful for their contributions to our 
Fraternal Family. 

In light of the increasing number of lengthy obituaries which have 
been submitted in recent years, we ask all members submitting 
obituaries to please limit an obituary to two typed pages, double 
spaced (approximately 250 words). Be sure to include all basic obituary 
information include the CFU lodge affiliation of the deceased. Please 
note that eulogies, in most instances, will not be published. A photo may 
accompany the obituary, provided the photo submitted is of printable 
quality. Obituaries are published in the order they are received. We 
request that obituaries be submitted in typewritten copy by mail or 
by e-mail: editor@cfu.org. We reserve the right to edit information 
provided in all obituaries in order to maintain the style adopted for the 
obituary pages.

Thank you for your cooperation! —Editors

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES
David Greger

MCKEESPORT, PA - David Donald Greger, 
85, of Elizabeth Township, PA, passed away 
on November 27, 2025 at home. 

He was born on March 21, 1940 in  
McKeesport, PA and was the son of the late 
Stephen Joseph and Anna (Kakas) Greger. 

He was the beloved husband to Mary Jo 
(McGrail) Greger, celebrating 63 years of  
marriage on November 17, 2025. 

David was a US Army Veteran and worked 
for US Steel as a Draftsman and later as a 
clerk for the US Postal Service. David and his 

wife belonged to St. Michael Church and attended Divine Redeemer 
in Elizabeth.

David was a member of CFU Lodge 146 of Versailles, PA. 
He loved to fish, garden and take care of animals, rescuing dogs. 

His greatest joys came from his grandchildren. 
In addition to his wife, he is survived by his son, Joseph Greger of 

Alexandria, VA; daughter Theresa (Nicholas) Hetrick of Carmichaels, 
PA; and grandchildren, Anna and Danny Hetrick. 

Friends were welcomed at the Gilbert Funeral Home and  
Crematory, Inc., Boston, Elizabeth Township. Mass of Christian 
Burial was held on December 5, 2025 at the Divine Redeemer  
Mother House 999 Rock Run Rd., Elizabeth, PA, with Father  
Vincent Velas officiating. Burial followed at Calvary Cemetery in Port 
Vue, PA.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to the 
Sisters of the Divine Redeemer or Meals on Wheels of Elizabeth 
Township, 100 Timothy Drive Elizabeth, PA 15037.

May he rest in Eternal Peace.
The Family of David Greger

What Does CFU Represent?
*The Most Prominent 

Croatian Organization in the 
Diaspora-CFU members take 
pride in belonging to a large and 
strong Croatian organization 
dedicated to fraternal service to 
its brothers and sisters and to 
Croatians in need throughout 
the world. Promoting the culture, 
music, customs and ambiance 
of the Croatian heritage 
and preserving it for future 
generations is of significant 
importance to the Society.

*A Voice for Croatians-
The CFU is a strong voice 
for the improvement of life 
for Croatians living in the 
United States, Canada and the 
Republic of Croatia. The CFU is 
highly respected by government 
bodies, business entities, and 
other ethnic organizations as 
an expert and advocate for 
its members and Croatians 
everywhere

What Does CFU Offer?
*Quality Products for its 

Members - The CFU provides the 
highest quality insurance and 
savings products at the best 
possible costs to its members. 
It belongs to both the American 
and Canadian Fraternal 
Congress and strictly abides by 
all insurance regulations in the 
states, provinces, and countries 
in which it operates. The CFU 
is a non-profit organization and 
all profits are utilized to provide 
fraternal programs and to meet 

the needs of its members.
*The Official Organ - The CFU 

has been publishing an Official 
Organ, the Zajedničar, since 
1904, which is sent to each 
member household bi-weekly, 
as requested, by mail or 
electronically. The Zajedničar 
provides members an open 
forum for discussion on all 
matters relating to the CFU 
and for sharing information on 
activities and items of interest 
from local lodges. It brings news 
from the homeland and from 
Croatian communities across 
the United States and Canada. 

*The CFU Scholarship 
Foundation-Since its inception 
in 1958, the CFU Scholarship 
Foundation, Inc., has recorded 
the distribution of more 
than three million dollars in 
scholarships to thousands of 
deserving students interested 
in obtaining higher educations. 
The Scholarship Foundation 
operates a General Fund 
and also maintains a special 
endowment fund program 
which is a self-perpetuating 
fund. New endowment funds 
are created through the 
generosity of the membership, 
frequently in memory of a 
deceased dedicated member. 
In recent years, the Scholarship 
Foundation has provided for 
the establishment of 110 major 
Endowment Fund Awards.

*Sports Programs - The CFU 
organizes and supports a wide 
variety of sports activities on 
national, regional and local 
levels for its members. Currently 
the CFU supports national 
tournaments in basketball, 
bowling, golf and skiing. 
Through its sports program, 
the CFU promotes fraternalism, 
friendship and fun among its 
members. 

*Cultural Programs-The 
preservation and promotion of 
our beautiful Croatian folklore 
and culture is at the heart of the 
CFU. It is a proud sponsor of 
two annual tamburitza festivals: 
A Junior Tamburitza Festival 
generally held the first weekend 
in July and an Adult TamFEST 
generally held the first weekend 
in November. Approximately 
40 CFU affiliated ensembles 
participate in these festivals 
which are held in a different 
city each year, spanning across 
the United States, Canada and 
Zagreb, Croatia. These festivals, 
which attract thousands of 
people, are the crown jewels of 
the CFU fraternal programs.

Over the years, the CFU 
has sponsored concert tours 
of popular tamburitza groups 
that visit major cities in which 
there are lodges--from Ontario, 
Canada to Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, and midwestern states. 
The CFU also sponsors other 
concerts of Croatian performers 
as opportunities are available.

*Humanitarian Programs - From 
the very beginning in 1894, 
the CFU has been engaged in 
many humanitarian aid ventures 
which have benefited Croatian 
people or people of Croatian 
descent. It has also stepped 

Why Become a Member?
From time to time, we are approached by CFU Lodge 
Officers and Volunteer Recruiters to provide them with 

solid answers to questions posed to them by prospective 
members. We have taken this opportunity to review  

several of the strong points in response to the general 
question, “Why should I consider becoming a CFU  

Member?” and thought it would be valuable to share 
these thoughts with our “Z” readers.

forward to assist during wars 
and natural disasters. In 1991, 
the CFU initiated the “CFU 
Croatia Humanitarian Aid 
Program” and has collected 
in excess of $1.3 million 
dollars through that program. 
The CFU was instrumental in 
purchasing and shipping tons 
of food, medical equipment 
and supplies, clothing and 
other articles of human need to 
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina 
at a cost of over $25 million. 
As part of its history, the CFU 
also has supported the DORA 
Foundation through which 
CFU members and friends 
have sustained 535 orphaned 
children in Croatia at an annual 
cost of $600 per child.

In September 2008, the 
CFU partnered with the 
Croatian American Cultural 
and Economic Alliance to 
create “The Angel’s Fund” 
which assists charitable and 
social agencies in the United 
States, Canada and Croatia who 
administer to people with basic 
essential needs.

*CFU Home Office - The 
CFU maintains a beautiful, 
modern Home Office in Wilkins 
Township, Pennsylvania 
(near Pittsburgh) from which 
the Society is managed and 
its programs administered. 
In addition to serving as the 
business office for the Society, 
a museum and libraries are 
also housed there. Beautifully 
displayed are many artifacts 
from the homeland and CFU 
history, donated from past 
and present members, which 
provide deep insight into the 
very essence of the Croatian 
people. The museum library 
contains numerous resource 
books on Croatia, its history and 
its people. A special Croatian 
music library which contains the 
sheet music for thousands of 
pieces is also maintained and 
available to the membership.

More Offerings for Members
In addition to all of the 

benefits and programs the 
CFU offers, we in the National 
Administration of the Croatian 
Fraternal Union also strive 
to provide at least one major 
national event in each season 
of the year. In the springtime, 
we host the CFU National 
Basketball Tournament and 
the CFU National Bowling 
Tournament which are two 

huge sports events. In the 
summertime, we offer the 
National Golf Tournament 
which attracts hundreds of 
CFU members every year and 
the CFU Junior Tamburitza 
Festival in July of each year 
which brings together hundreds 
of CFU children and young 
adults to participate in a thriving 
Croatian cultural program. In 
the fall, we host the CFU Adult 
Tamburitza Festival which also 
welcomes the participation of 
CFU members who continue 
to possess an affinity for 
Croatian musical culture and 
entertainment. And, in the winter 
season, we host the Annual CFU 
Ski Holiday weekend.

All of these programs take 
place on the national level 
among CFU members in the 
United States and Canada. 
In addition to these national 
promotions, CFU members 
from throughout the U.S., 
Canada and Croatia are invited 
to participate in events on the 
local lodge level. There is hardly 
a weekend that passes in which 
a CFU lodge somewhere is 
not hosting a sports or cultural 
event, or some type of social 
gathering to involve its members 

(Continued on page 16)
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Rankin Croatian Home Annual 
Sarma Dinner

RANKIN, PA - The Rankin Croatian Home will hold our 
annual Stuffed Cabbage Dinner on Sunday, January 18, 2026 from 
12 noon until 4 p.m.

All dinners must be ordered in advance by calling the club at 
412-271-9991. If leaving a message, please be sure to leave your 
name and a return phone number and the number of dinners. 
Deadline   for reservations is January 3, 2026.

Dinners include two large sarma, mashed potatoes, vegetable, 
tossed salad, dinner roll and butter, and homemade dessert. Price 
of the dinner is $20. Dinners are available to eat in or take out. 

As a reminder, we will only be selling dinners, no individual 
cabbage rolls. The bar room at the club will also be open for all 
your favorites.  

Again, dinner reservation deadline is January 3rd. We hope to 
see you there.

Bob Pollack/Lodge 141
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All Recipes from the Cooking Corner Archives

☛ RECIPES WANTED! If you have a Croatian or American culinary 
specialty of which you’re quite proud, please submit it to the “Z” by 
addressing it to Zajedničar at 100 Delaney Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15235, 
faxing to 412-823-1594 or e-mailing editor@cfu.org.

Attention All Cooking Corner Contributors:  
All submissions for the Zajedničar Cooking Corner are greatly 
appreciated. However, since we do not operate a test kitchen to 
validate all recipes received, we kindly ask everyone to please review 
each recipe submitted to ensure its accuracy. We realize many “Z” 
readers enjoy trying the recipes and recognize the fact that cooking 
and baking involves considerable time, effort, and expense. Missing 
ingredients and incomplete details result in disappointing finished 
products. We appreciate your accuracy because we want all of our 
Cooking Corner readers to be happy cooks and satisfied bakers! 

—Editorslll

lll

lll

Apricot Torta Squares
1 c. butter
1 c. sugar
6 egg yolks
2 c. flour
1/4 tsp. salt
1 tsp. baking powder
Apricot preserves

Cream butter & sugar; add 
egg yolks, beat well. Sift to-
gether 3 dry ingredients; add to 
creamed mixture. 

Pat mixture into a 15x10 inch 
cookie sheet and spread apricot 
preserves on top of dough.
Top with the following:
6 egg whites
1 c. sugar
1 c. ground nuts

Beat egg whites until they 
hold a peak; add sugar & nuts 
blend well. Use this to top the 
torta.

Bake at 350˚ for 40 minutes. 
If oven gets too hot, reduce 
heat to 325˚. When cool cut into 
squares.

Chocolate Chip
Coffee Cake

1 c. butter
1 1/4 c. sugar
2 eggs
1 1/4 c. sour cream
1 tsp. vanilla extract
2 1/2 c. all-purpose flour
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. nutmeg
1/2 tsp. baking soda

Cream butter, sugar; add 
eggs, beat well. Add sour cream 
and vanilla, mix well.

Combine dry ingredients and 
add to creamed mixture just until 
combined (batter will be stiff).

Place half of batter in a 
greased 13x9 inch pan.
Filling/Topping
3/4 c. pecans, chopped
3/4 c. miniature chocolate chips
1/3 c. sugar
1/3 c. brown sugar
1 1/2 tsp. cinnamon

Combine filling/topping ingre-
dients. Sprinkle half over batter; 
spread remaining batter over 
top. Sprinkle remaining filling/
topping.

Bake at 325˚ for 45 minutes 

News from 
Lodge 5 

and Croatian 
Hall 

JOHNSTOWN PA - Annual 
Social Member Applications for 
2026 and dues for St. Rochus CFU 
Lodge 5-Croatian Hall are now 
being accepted. The deadline 
is December 31, 2025. Late 
memberships will be accepted 
until January 30, 2026; a late fee 
of $5 will be assessed.  

Carol Booth/Rec Sec.

Mukwonago Lodge 993 
President Loses Home to Fire
MUKWONAGO, WI - The president of Mukwonago Lodge 993, 

David Boeck, had tragedy strike, as he lost his mobile home to a 
horrific fire. He escaped barefoot in the early morning with his life 
and little else.  

David is the grandson of Mukwonago Lodge Founder John 
Movrich. He did not have insurance. We have set up a GoFundMe 
page to help David:   https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-david-ethan-
rebuild-after-fire.  It is also on the Lodge's Facebook page (CFU 
Lodge 993) or people can send a check to CFU Lodge 993, C/O 
Carol Gedde, 310 Shore Dr., Mukwonago, WI 53149. Checks should 
be made payable to David Boeck.

David is a very active member of our lodge and an indispensable 
worker at our yearly picnic. Please keep him in your prayers.

Carol Movrich Gedde/Secretary

Lodge 919 Annual Meeting Notice
SAULT STE. MARIE, ON – Come join us for the Annual Meeting 

of CFU Lodge 919 “Sveto Trojstvo” in the Common Room of the 
Croatian Village building at 80 Sackville Road on January 18, 2026, 
at 2 p.m., where we will select our officers for 2026.

   Following the Annual Meeting, our regular monthly meeting for 
January will take place.  Socializing to follow. 

We look forward to seeing you there!
Angela Majic/Recording Secretary

Zora Lodge 351 Annual Meeting 
DETROIT, MI - At our December 2nd gathering, we scheduled the 

2026 Lodge Annual Meeting to take place Tuesday, January 13th, 
beginning at 7 PM. 

Included in that agenda will be reviewing aspects of running the 
Lodge property and setting goals for the new year. If time allows it, 
we may hold an abbreviated regular monthly business meeting im-
mediately following the Annual Meeting. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2026 to all!
Daniel Majhan/Recording Secretary

CFU Lodge 617 
Annual 
Meeting

WELLAND, ON – Season’s 
Greetings to all CFU members!

CFU Lodge 617 Hrvatski 
Sinovi will hold its Annual Meet-
ing on Sunday, January 18, 
at 11:30 a.m., at the Croatian 
National Home Club Room, 
Welland, Ontario.

We look forward to seeing 
you.

Ann Simunic/Secretary

Is the 
Free Life 
Insurance 
from your 
Employer 
Enough?

PITTSBURGH, PA - Most 
working Americans receive 
some amount of life insurance 
coverage from their employer 
as part of their employee bene-
fit package. It could be a defined 
amount ($20,000) or an amount 
equal to some percentage of 
salary (one or two times’ annual 
salary). The employer pays for 
the coverage and all you have 
to do is sign up during the 
enrollment period. 

The pros to employer cover-
age first include the obvious – it’s 
free.  While you are employed, 
you are covered and do not pay 
for it.  Also, if you have a health 
condition, it is easier to qualify for 
coverage through the employer. 
Most plans only ask for health in-
formation if you wish to purchase 
additional coverage when enroll-
ing as a new employee.

This employee perk is great, 
but relying on it as your only 
life insurance coverage is risky, 
especially if others depend on 
you financially.

Very few people revisit the 
issue of life insurance once they 
have signed up for employer 
paid plans and few even know 
exactly how much they have.  
If you have no financial depen-
dents or debts that will fall to 
others, life insurance coverage, 
or even no coverage, could be a 
matter of no concern.  However, 
if you have a family, your em-
ployer’s coverage of even one 
or two years’ worth of salary will 
not be enough to pay off your 
house, send your children to 
college and support the financial 
needs of your dependents.

Regardless of individual per-
sonal situations earlier in life, 
most people do want, at a min-
imum, some type of insurance 
policy in place to pay for final 
expenses at the time of their 
passing. When an individual has 
retired and is no longer covered 
by the employer’s insurance, 
this is not the optimum time to 
consider putting a life insurance 
policy in place – even if it is a 
small amount to cover funeral 
expenses.

The best time to purchase 
life insurance is when you 
are young and healthy. Those 
individuals who must purchase 
coverage later in life are at a 
distinct disadvantage. The cost 
of coverage increases with age 
and significantly jumps after the 
age of 40. In addition, if you de-
veloped health conditions by this 
age, which is not uncommon, 
you may not qualify for coverage.

At the CFU Home Office, we 
regularly receive calls from peo-
ple who have lost their employer 
coverage and are now seeking 
life insurance.  However, the 
price may not be realistic for 
them in retirement.

We recommend that everyone 
review your coverage require-
ments, not only at this point in 
your life, but well into the future.  
Your employer-paid life insur-
ance is great, but don’t wait un-
til it’s too late to secure a good 
policy at a good price for your 
future needs.  Call the CFU 
Sales Department for additional 
information and rates today!
Bernadette M. Luketich-Sikaras

National Secretary/Treasurer

✦ MCKEESPORT, PA – The Voice of the CFU sponsored by the 
United CFU Lodges of Western, PA, Saturday at 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
on WEDO 810 AM and 93.3 FM. Bernice Yanzetich – Program 
Director/Announcer.

✦ PITTSBURGH, PA - Croatian Program, sponsored by the 
United CFU Lodges of Four Counties, heard every Sunday from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on WEDO 810 AM and 93.3 FM.

Please like and follow our new Facebook page by searching 
CFU 4 County Lodges of Western PA on Facebook. Ivan Begg – 
Program Director/Announcer.

✦ YOUNGSTOWN, OH – Voice of the CFU Radio Program, 
sponsored by the Greater Mahoning and Shenango Valley CFU 
Lodges, every Sunday at 10 a.m. over WRQX 600 AM. Timothy 
Komara – Program Director/ Announcer.

✦ FAIRBANKS, AK - All Slavs Considered Radio Program is on 
KSUA 91.5 FM in Fairbanks, every Wednesday from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m. Kelsey Aho – Program Director/Announcer.

✦ MILWAUKEE, WI - American-Croatian Radio Club, broadcast 
and streamed on the internet every Saturday from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Central Time on WJYI Joy 1340 AM. Program Announcers 
are Karlo Milling and Sanja Jankovic.

✦ SEATTLE, WA – Balkan Radio Program - every Saturday from 
2 to 4 p.m. PST on KBCS 91.3 FM and KBCS.FM. Hosts are 
Vincent and Dominic Jovanovich, Here is the link to the program 
- https://www.kbcs.fm/programs/balkana/

✦ TORONTO, ON – Radio Program Hrvatsko Srce, Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. on 530 AM. Vlado Miljan – Program 
Director/Announcer.

✦ CALGARY, ALBERTA – Croatian Program, CJSW-FM on 
Sundays from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. with host Josip Skrtic.

If you know of any other Croatian radio programs, please let 
us know so they can be added to this list of programs. Send your 
information to editor@ cfu.org.

Editors

ON 
AIR Croatian 

Radio Programs
Lodge 235 January Meeting Notice

CLEVELAND, OH - Lodge 235 will hold its first 2026 meeting on 
January 18. The meeting will be called to order at 1 PM in the library 
of the Croatian Home in Eastlake. If the main entrance doors are 
locked, use the side door that is by the meeting rooms to the right of 
the main entrance.  

We encourage all members of the lodge to attend this important 
meeting and are looking forward to seeing many of you there.

Agatha Luketic/Secretary/Treasurer
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CANONSBURG, PA – The following donations were made in 
 memory of Marko Brigich of CFU Lodge 567, Canonsburg, PA:
 Franjo Bertovic - 50.00
 Catherine Obenour - 100.00
 CFU Lodge 567 - 100.00
 Robert and Nancy Worstell - 50.00
 Samuel Lauricia - 50.00
 Ray and Bev Szymanski – 50.00
 Charles and Ruth Johnston – 100.00
 Karen Zeiler – 50.00
 Marcia Johnston – 100.00
 Robert Greek – 25.00
 Peggy Liberatore – 50.00
 Total Collected ................................................................... $725.00
Towards the Brigich Family Scholarship Fund
EIGHTY FOUR, PA – National Secretary Treasurer,
 Bernadette Luketich-Sikaras, in memory of brother
 Frank Bedekovich, well-known and respected Tambura
 musician and director in Beaver County, PA .......................... 25.00
Towards the Martha and Bernard M. Luketich Scholarship Fund
CANONSBURG, PA – “F.D. Roosevelt” Lodge 567 wishes
 all members a Merry Christmas ........................................... 300.00
Towards the Brigich Family Scholarship Fund
CANONSBURG, PA – “F.D. Roosevelt” Lodge 567, in
 memory of Joseph Bayto ..................................................... 100.00
Towards the Brigich Family Scholarship Fund
HICKORY, PA – Catherine Obenour, son Joe and 
 Daughter Catie, in memory of husband and father 
 Jack Obenour ...................................................................... 300.00
Towards the Brigich Family Scholarship Fund
HICKORY, PA – Catherine Obenour, Wishing all of our 
 friends and family a Merry Christmas .................................... 75.00
Towards the Brigich Family Scholarship Fund
   HICKORY, PA – Catherine Obenour, in memory of
 Frank Bedekovich .................................................................. 25.00
Towards the Brigich Family Scholarship Fund
PITTSBURGH, PA – Sylvester Kukich, in memory of my
 beloved wife Kay A. Kukich and loving sisters,
 Louise K. Testoni and Anna Mae Kukich ............................. 300.00
Towards the Edward “Cookie” Verlich Scholarship Fund
MASSILLION, OH – “Radnicka Sloga” Lodge 600 wishes
 all members and friends a Merry Christmas ........................ 100.00
YOUNGSTOWN, OH – “St George” Lodge 66, in memory
 of Mary LuBonovic, 30-year member, May Ann Matasy,
 86-year member and Albert A. Matasy, 22-year member
 and former vice president of the Lodge ................................. 75.00
Towards the Renee L. Ples Scholarship Fund
ARCADIA, CA – Dragica Grabovac .......................................... 150.00
Towards the Marko Konjevod Scholarship Fund
MONESSEN, PA – Wayne and Kathy Vlasic, in memory of
 Charles and Margaret Vlasic ................................................ 100.00
Towards the “Sloga” Lodge 194 Scholarship Fund
MILWAUKEE, WI – Richard P. Malkovich, in memory of
 deceased members of the Malkovich and Separovich
 families ................................................................................ 100.00
GLENDALE, NY – Stjepan and Erika Galic ................................. 25.00
NEW YORK, NY – Joseph H. Knezevic ....................................... 25.00
NEW YORK, NY – “Slobodna Hrvatska” Lodge 789 .................... 50.00
GURNEE, IL – “Nezavisna Hrvatska” Lodge 848 recording
 secretary Mary Serdar-Regenauer and secretary/

SpiritofChristmas
Croatian Fraternal Union’s

SpiritSpirit

Yes! I want to CONTRIBUTE $____________ to  the CFU Scholarship 
Fund in order to aid CFU students seeking a  higher education. Please 
include the following message or memorial with my contribution.

Name                                                      Lodge

Address

City                                                         State                 Zip

Make all checks payable to CFU Scholarship 
Foundation and mail to: 
Croatian Fraternal Union 
100 Delaney Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15235

CFU SCHOLARSHIP FUND
DONATION ▲

 treasurer William Grgas, in memory of Anka and
 Petar Serdar ........................................................................ 100.00
PITTSBURGH, PA – Katy Moody, Tracey Wisilco and
 Michelle Mendicino, in honor of Robert Nikolich .................... 30.00
Towards the Martha and Bernard M. Luketich Scholarship Fund
N. ROYALTON, OH – The Banaszak and Misiak families,
 in loving memory of Anne, Henry and David Banaszak ......... 50.00
Towards the “Zrinksi i Frankopan” Lodge 403 Scholarship Fund
BEAVER, PA – Elizabeth Genrile, in memory of
 Frank Bedekovich ................................................................ 100.00
CANFIELD, OH – Wilma Vukovich, in loving memory of my
 dear husband, Hank Vukovich. May he rest in eternal
 peace ................................................................................... 100.00
Towards the Edward “Cookie” Verlich Scholarship Fund
SACRAMENTO, CA – High Trial Board Member
 Nikola Bilandzich, Wishing all CFU members and
 Croatians u domovini i svitu a blessed Christmas and
 peaceful New Year ............................................................... 100.00
Towards the Joseph Rukavina Scholarship Fund
EVERGREEN PARK, IL - Ed Sambol, in memory of Dolores
 and Edward Sambol Sr., of CFU Croatian Sons and
 Daughters Lodge 229, by their son Ed ................................ 250.00
GREENSBURG, PA – Barbara Bosnich, in memory of
 deceased members of former “Zora” Lodge 345 ................... 50.00
Towards the “Zora” Lodge 345 Scholarship Fund________________
TOTAL THIS REPORT ......................................................... $3,255.00
TOTAL SPRIT OF CHRISTMAS ......................................... $10,630.00
TOTAL COLLECTED ......................................................... $39,871.79

The church without walls 
and a roof in Croatia

Located in the village of Donji Proložac, near Imotski, Zelena Kat-
edrala (Green Cathedral) is a one-of-a-kind open-air religious site in 
Croatia popular both locals and visitors alike.

This unique basilica, without a traditional roof or walls, blends into 
its natural surroundings and sits along the Vrljika river.

What makes Zelena Katedrala so special is its integration into the 
environment.

Towering century-old trees provide natural shade, creating a 
peaceful atmosphere, while the dominant stone altar stands as the 
focal point of this remarkable site.

Zelena Katedrala was built in 1995 and was designed by architect 
Edo Šegvić.

Each year on 15 August, thousands of worshippers gather at 
Zelena Katedrala to celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary (Velika Gospa).

The event is deeply rooted in local tradition and remains one of 
the most significant religious gatherings in the area.

Beyond its religious significance, Zelena Katedrala has become a 
popular location for couples tying the knot. Many newlyweds choose 
this picturesque setting for their wedding photos.

Tourists are also increasingly drawn to the site, as they explore 
Imotska Krajina and it is an unmissable stop for those venturing 
through inland Dalmatia.

Whether visiting for its religious importance, natural beauty, or 
simply to experience something unique, Zelena Katedrala continues 
to leave a lasting impression on all who visit.

by croatiaweek

How a 400-metre tunnel 
transformed Croatia’s most 

famous wine region

(Photo: TZ općine Orebić)

(Photo credit: Modro jezero/CC BY-SA 4.0)

Fifty years ago to the day, 
beneath the shadow of Mount 
Toma in Potomje, a modest 
but transformative project was 
unveiled: the Dingač Tunnel.

Opened on 29 November 
1975, this 400-metre passage 
forever changed life on the 
Pelješac peninsula, linking 
its rugged interior with the 
legendary southern slopes of 
Dingač.
A breakthrough for winemakers

Before the tunnel, reaching 
Dingač’s steep vineyards was a 
gruelling task.

The only route led from 
Trstenik, and growers were 
forced to carry grapes along 
narrow goat paths on the backs 
of donkeys and mules, a journey 
that could stretch beyond an 
hour.

The new tunnel shortened a 
20-kilometre detour to just four 
kilometres, making vineyard 
work faster, safer and more 
sustainable.

The idea came from local 
visionary Vice Miličić. After 
lengthy debates over whether 
to build a road or a tunnel, the 
community opted for the latter.

Vineyard owners financed 
the project through their 
cooperative, which took on the 
construction loan. Split-based 
company Konstruktor carried 
out the works, with Potomje 
native Pavle Andričević serving 
as lead designer.

Nine months later, the tunnel 
was complete and officially 
opened by Rudi Jelić, then 
President of the Assembly of 
the Municipality of Dubrovnik.
The rise of a world-class wine

Improved access brought 
rapid growth to Dingač’s 
vineyards. Production 
expanded, and the reputation of 
its powerful Plavac Mali wines 
strengthened.

Dingač had already earned 
prestigious recognition in 
1964, when the Geneva-based 
International Office for the 
Protection of Industrial, Literary 
and Artistic Property awarded it 
top-tier protection as a “famous 
wine”.

Today, the Dingač protected 
designation of origin covers 758 
hectares, with more than 78 
hectares under vine.

Pelješac: More than beautiful 
beaches and pristine sea - here 
is what else to check out

The wines are known for 
their depth and strength, ruby in 
colour, robust in body and high 
in alcohol, with rich notes of ripe 
fruit and a long, warming finish.
A tunnel that became a tourist 
attraction

Beyond its importance to 
winegrowers, the Dingač Tunnel 
has become a curious and 
much-loved attraction in its own 
right. Traffic flows one way at a 
time, prompting drivers to pause 
and check for oncoming cars 
before entering.

Cyclists also flock to the 
area, favouring routes that lead 
through the tunnel and out onto 
the dramatic vineyards.

Winter brings its own 
spectacle. Temperature 
inversions occasionally produce 
delicate icicles – known locally 
as skandaleti. Potomje, often 
one of the coldest spots in this 
part of Dalmatia, is accustomed 
to such natural quirks.

During heavy rain, water 
trickles through the karst terrain, 
adding to the tunnel’s mystique. 
Thanks to regular maintenance 
by the Municipality of Orebić, 
including new lighting and fresh 
asphalt, the tunnel remains safe 
and well-kept.
A gateway to unforgettable 
vistas

Emerging from the tunnel 
feels like stepping into another 
world. In moments, the quiet 
interior of Pelješac gives way to 
the dramatic southern slopes of 
Dingač, where vineyards plunge 
towards the sea and sweeping 
views stretch across the horizon 
to Mljet and Korčula.

It is a panorama that stops 
every visitor in their tracks.

Below the vineyards lie the 
small settlements of Borak 
and Potočine, increasingly 
popular with travellers seeking 
authentic Dalmatia, crystal-clear 
waters and, naturally, a glass of 
exceptional Dingač.

As the tunnel celebrates its 
fiftieth anniversary, its legacy 
is unmistakable, a testament 
to Pelješac determination 
and a gateway to one of 
Croatia’s most treasured wine 
landscapes.

by croatiaweek
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If you wish to make a deposit into an existing account 
with the Croatian Fraternal Union, simply complete this 

coupon and return it to our Home Office.

Name 

Certificate No. 

Deposit Amount 

m  Traditional IRA for Year 2026

m  Roth IRA for Year 2026

I R A  C O N T R I B U T I O N  C O U P O N

IRA
IRA CONTRIBUTION LIMITS

 Tax Year Under Age 50 Age 50 or Older
 2025 $7,000 $8,000

 2026 $7,500 $8,500

Note: You may not contribute more than your 
taxable compensation for the year.

Today
Contribution

Make Your

Bernadette M. Luketich-Sikaras
National Secretary/Treasurer

$

*Guaranteed Minimum Interest Rate - 3.00% • Effective January 1, 2024

412.843.0380

100 Delaney Dr., Pgh., PA 15235

www.cfu.org

SAVINGS  
OPPORTUNITIES

...Trusted for over 130 Years

Any time is a good time 

to invest, but investing 

earlier can maximize the 

compounding effect on 

your money. Consider 

making your 2026 IRA 

contribution as early as 

possible.   

(Continued from page 1)

SUPERIOR RATES...
over this timeframe while the 
other savings institution would 
credit their client with $7,433.23.  
CFU offers over $1,750 more 
in interest than the competitor. 
We do note, for the record, that 
CFU is not a bank and therefore 
does not offer FDIC insurance 
on deposits. However, with our 
previously mentioned financial 
metrics of $75.1 Million Dol-
lars in surplus, members can 
gain a certain amount of “peace 
of mind” knowing that CFU 
is well-funded and always en-
deavors to operate in a prudent 
manner.
Fund Your ROTH or
Traditional IRA Now!

The CHOICE TWO Annuity 
Contract may be used by wage 
earners to fund either a ROTH 
or Traditional IRA account.  
The benefits of either IRA are 
legendary and should be thor-
oughly examined in order 
to create financial wealth for 
an individual and his or her 
family.  For the ROTH IRA, we 
cannot emphasize enough the 
possibility of tax-free earnings 
for eligible ROTH IRA accounts. 
That’s correct, for individuals 
who qualify for a ROTH IRA, 
interest earned on your CFU 
issued Roth IRA contract is 
eligible for tax-free status as 
determined by the Internal 
Revenue Service.  

Members are urged to act 
today by contributing to their 
ROTH IRA for tax year 2025.  
The limits on contributions for 
tax year 2025 remain at $8,000 
for those members age 50 and 
older; while members under 
the age of fifty may contribute a 
maximum of $7,000 toward their 
retirement savings plan. Begin 
paying yourself today through 
regular contributions to a 
savings plan for tomorrow.

CFU accepts transfer of either 
Traditional or Roth Individual 
Retirement Accounts held 
with banks or other insurance 
companies. Our society also 
accepts rollovers from 401k 
plans and Annuities held with 
financial institutions. Individuals 
who choose to transfer or rollover 
their savings account to our 
society can immediately begin 
receiving the 4.50% rate of return 
offered by the CHOICE TWO 
Annuity Contract for a minimum 
of Twenty-Four (24) months. 

Our society does not offer 
investment advice to our mem-
bers or proposed new members; 
however, the purchase of a de-
ferred annuity with the Croatian 
Fraternal Union offers holders 
tax- deferred interest accumula-
tion; competitive returns on their 
savings; and freedom from 
the seesaw effect of the stock 
market.  Contact CFU Sales 
Coordinator, Sister Cathy 
Brnich at 412-843-0380 and find 
out how easy it is to begin a new 

By Edward W. Pazo/National President
(Continued from page 2)

to our Foundation at:  CFU Scholarship Foundation, Inc., - 
100 Delaney Drive – Pittsburgh, PA – 15235.  It is important 
to note that the receiving entity must be an IRS-qualified 
organization eligible to receive tax-deductible contributions. 

We urge all members to earnestly consider making 
contributions to the CFU Scholarship Foundation. Inc., 
which may be made by completing the Spirit of Christmas 
Campaign Coupon within this Zajedničar. Coupons and 
checks made payable to “CFU Scholarship Foundation” may 
be returned to Edward W. Pazo, National President, at the 
Croatian Fraternal Union of America’s home office.

Sisters and Brothers, there is no better investment than 
in our youth and we urge you to become a supporter of the 
CFU Scholarship Foundation.

Choice Two contract or add to 
your current contract in-force. 
Take advantage of the current 
rate of 4.50% offered by the 
Croatian Fraternal Union of 
America now and begin earn-
ing interest today for your future 
needs of tomorrow.

We all have heard the 
saying, “Pay yourself first” 
when adhering to a regularly 
funded personal savings plan.  
This is great advice and we 
encourage our members and 
interested non-members to 
do just that – purchase a CFU 
Annuity or IRA contract and be-
gin saving for your retirement 
years now.  Each of us should 
ask ourselves some basic ques-
tions regarding our personal 
financial situation and seek to 
secure a prosperous financial 
future through earnest consid-
eration of a CFU offered savings 
option. We ask, “What better 
time than the present?”  The 
answer is certainly, “There is no 
better time!” 

and members from surrounding 
lodges. The opportunities for 
involvement are limitless and 
extend beyond the realm of 
just being a CFU insurance or 
annuity certificate holder. 

How Do I Join the CFU?
When someone asks for 

details about how to become 
associated with our Fraternal 
Family, if you are not familiar with 
the process yourself, please refer 
them to us here at the Home 
Office of the Croatian Fraternal 
Union, at 412-843-0380, or our 
website at www.cfu.org,  where 
we stand ready and waiting to be 
of assistance. 

CFU membership may be 
completed through either the 
purchase of a CFU insurance 

Why Become a Member...
plan or through the purchase of 
a CFU annuity or IRA. Excellent 
dividends on insurance coverage 
and competitive interest rates on 
CFU annuities will surely provide 
prospective members with many 
reasons to want to become a part 
of our Fraternal Society. 

There are many extracurricular 
and fraternal benefits which 
may be derived from CFU 
membership.  Among the most 
important benefits are lasting 
friendships, opportunities for 
mutual-interest companionship, 
and numerous chances to 
appreciate the simple joys of 
people caring about one another. 
Encourage your family members 
and friends to become a part 
of our CFU Family today and 
welcome them to find out what 
benefits are awaiting them to 
enhance the meaning and quality 
of their lives.

Consular Days in Pittsburgh 
and Cleveland

WASHINGTON, DC - The Embassy of the Republic of Croatia 
in Washington, DC will hold Consular Days in Pittsburgh, PA 
in 2026 at the premises of the Croatian Fraternal Union, 100 
Delaney Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
(by appointment only) on the following dates: January 15; 
February 5; March 12; April 9; May 14; and June 11.

The Embassy of the Republic of Croatia in Washington, DC 
will hold consular days in Eastlake, OH at the premises of the 
American-Croatian Lodge Cardinal Stepinac, 34900 Lakeshore 
Blvd, Eastlake, OH 44095 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., (by appoint-
ment only) on the following dates: January 16; February 6; 
March 13; April 10; May 15; and June 12.
IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Appointments can be scheduled via e-mail: crocons.wash-
ington@mvep.hr or by phone: +1 202-588-5899 ext. 2. Please 
include the type of a request and your contact details.

Mihovil Pazin
Embassy of Croatia Washington, DC

(Continued from page 13)


